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King to be succeeded by his eldest son when that
son was still a boy*

The case of Henry III is, however, by no means
clear. Only a little while before his death King John
had received his Kingdom back as a fief from the
Pope, and directly after his death his nine-year-old
heir was hastily crowned either by, or at the sugges-
tion of, the Papal Legate. The situation had called
for swift action. John had again antagonised his bar-
ons. The French King was actually in England and
was preparing to claim the Crown, and the Papal
Legate's aption was the only means of maintaining
the dynasty. The first King who succeeded in child-
hood by indubitable hereditary right was Edward
Ill's grandson, Richard II, and it has been suggested
that had the same situation arisen a century earlier the
boy King would probably have been passed over in
favour of his experienced uncle, John of Gaunt. After
Richard IFs deposition Henry IV, who was not the
senior member of his branch, hastened to fortify his
claim by a parliamentary title, Parliament having by
now become the acknowledged mouthpiece of the
people and therefore the proper agency of election.
When, however, the Yorkists displaced the Lancas-
trians, they based their title entirely on hereditary
right, and the helpless Parliament was forced to de-
clare that the Lancastrians had been usurpers. After
Bosworth, Henry VII, like Henry IV, sought Parlia-
mentary backing for his claim, though at the same
time he strengthened it by his marriage with the York-
ist heiress. Parliament, however, warned by its experi-